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The Tooth Collector
By 

Mark Nichols

[In collaboration with:  Sandy Young's 3rd Grade Class. Ordway Elementary, Bainbridge, Washington, and Emily Clarke. April-June,1994]

Prologue

[We hear a brief overture.   Then Lights up on a group of kids, some dancing and moving, some in different positions on the floor, standing, sitting, spinning globes nonchalantly. We hear a beat. 1,2,3 (rest) -1,2 (rest) -1 (rest) -1,2,3 (rest) -1,2 (rest) -1  etc.  They sing.]
4

Kids



Spin around,

Watch the World, Watch it spin around.

With my feet firmly on the ground

Look at this, Look at this.
[They do some movement stuff during an 8 measure instrumental break.]
People see, 

only see what they want to see.

If you look into what you see.

You will see something else.

5
[More hand jive stuff, dissolving into the chant 1,2,3-1,2-1-1,2,3-1,2-1 . . .etc. The lights dim as they exit.  We hear music as the lights come up on a group of adults dressed in funny mystical garb; sort of a ritualistic/head mucky-mucks at the front of the room sort of thing.]

6
7
Tooth Collectors
Oh, to be a Tooth Collector 

and Trader 

What a mystical, important thing to be!

We're such mystic folks are we

Collecting What we see 

We're the mysticest that mystic folks can be!

Give a "Yip, Yoo Ya!" 

to the Grand Hoo Ha

and a Tooth Collector/Trader you will be

Oh, to be a tooth collector (clap)

and Trader

What a wonderful and wondrous thing to be

All the people that I see

I wonder if they're wond'ring about me.

So Give a "Rip Roo Rah"

to the Grand Hoo Ha 

and a Tooth Collector/Trader you will be.

Grandpa

[Spoken extra majestically] 
I am very honored today to present my grandson Zeezues for induction into the Society.  Zeezues, come forward, and raise your right hand.

[A young boy, strange looking and oddly dressed, comes forward]

(sung/chanted) Do you, Zeezues Bingogeemy Joobees Bingogee the 3rd, solemnly promise and swear to uphold the sacred rites of the grand order of Tooth collectors and Traders and to perform the duties of Tooth Collection and Preservation for as long as you shall have the ability to perform these obligations?

ZEEZUES





Yes.

[The music becomes hushed]
Grandfather


(spoken)
To be a tooth collector trader is a great responsibility.  And One you should not take it  lightly.  You will be given a fortnight (that's two weeks) to decide if you are suited to being a Tooth Collector.  During this time you may act as one of us to see if you are suited to this great occupation.  It will not be easy. Good luck grandson. 

Grandfather


You are hereby declared a junior member of the Society of Tooth Collectors and Traders.  Congratulations.

[A Cheer goes up. Someone gives him a pat on the back. Etc.]
All sing



Hip-hip. . . Hooray!

Hip-hip. . . Hooree!

Zeezues Bingogeemy

Joobees Bingogee! 

The Third!!

8
[
The 1,2,3-1,2-1-1,2,3-1,2-1- etc... beat begins again, we hear the children singing offstage.]
Kids




Spin around 

watch the world watch it spin around

with your feet firmly on the ground

look at this look at this.

Live a day, 

Live a lifetime or live an hour

smell a bathroom or pick a flower

Doesn't matter to me.

Scene 1
2
Abagail (voice)


Sometimes at night I sing to myself

'cause there's nobody else by me.

Sometimes I wish there was somebody else

but I never know where they might be

So I sit and I sing to the moon on a string

It's a curious thing to be me

It's a curious thing to see me sing

to myself to the moon on a string


[.As the kids change the set into a normal classroom. Abagail speaks to the audience]
10
[The kids sit with their backs to the audience on the floor.  A big moon is lowered.  The girl we just heard stands by the teacher.]

Teacher
Class today we have two surprises

one is a new student named Abagail

I'm happy she's here with us now

She's just moved here from Canada
(spoken)

Can everyone say "hello Abagail"

Class
 Hello Abagail.  (sung) Abagail, Abagail, Abagail, Abagail.  What a funny name.  

Teacher
And Class,

 today we have a special guest

So be respectful 

on your best

behavior for company

a Dentist, Dr. Bingogee

[We see an older man in a labcoat.  He is immediately recognizable as the old man from the first scene.  Also with his is his assistant the young tooth collector, also disguised.  




Teacher
Spoken) 

 Dr. Bingogee is a dentist. He's going to talk to you about your teeth.  Let's show him a warm welcome.

[kids clap]
Dr. 



When I was a young man

much younger than I am

I would occasionally notice

betwixt my teeth a kind of jam.

Breakfast, lunch and dinner

and each and every snack

would gather up and fester

between each tooth and crack

But I'd never brush it out

I was lazy as a sow,

And now I spend my life

lecturing youngsters on how.

I never took the time you see 

to do the stuff I needed

I let my brushing go to heck

until my gums receded

Oh there's so much to be grateful for

from molars to bicuspids

They're each a sacred gift my friends

to which we're all entrusted
(spoken)

They're not baby teeth

They're big person teeth

(sings)

Permanent teeth,

Permanent teeth,

You've got to take care of your permanent teeth

got to be careful of things that you eat

take it easy on things that are sweet

Use a soft brush to get rid of your plaque

and proper tooth care 

after each snack

if you lose those teeth 

they won't grow back

(spoken)  "Hey kids"

If your teeth are growing moss

why not try . . . dental floss

If your gums begin to swell

maybe you're not . . . brushing well

All   



Permanent Teeth

Permanent Teeth

We've got to take care of our permanent Teeth

Permanent Teeth

Permanent teeth

We've got to take care of our

Permanent Teeth.

Teacher
Thank you Doctor. 

[Class claps as he leaves, a Bell rings. Teacher is standing with Abagail, in front of class.] 
Class, before you go to recess let me remind you to be very kind to our new student.  

[Everyone leaves.]  

Abagail 


Thank you Mrs. Swanson-Boeing

11
[The stage is converted into a playground.  Kids are jump-roping and playing games.  Their chant becomes a little quieter when Abagail speaks.]
Abagail



(Sung To the Audience) 

They were all playing little games. 

Each kid in their own little group.  

(spoken) 

It was the worst moment of my life watching them and wondering if they would ever like me.

12
Kids



1,2,3-1,2-1-1,2,3-1,2-1 etc.
Abagail



I kept thinking that they were staring at me.

13
[The kids freeze. the lights come up on a tableau of the kids mocking her.  We hear their voices on a tape.]
Tableau Voices


She's from Canada, 

she's an alien

She's weird. 

I bet she can't even speak English

She probably can't even jump rope or anything.

Scene 2
14
[The music comes up as the scene changes. Abagail is in BED at home.  Suddenly she wakes up crying. The moon is lowered.]
15
Abagail



Mom?

[enter mom.]
Mom



Yes, Honey?

Abagail



I'm scared.

Mom



It's o.k. honey. I'm here. Did you have a bad dream?

Abagail

All the kids don't like me.  They made fun of me.

Mom

Honey, I know it's hard 

to move to a new place, 

but you'll find some friends, 

I know you will.   

I know you find a friend.

Just remember I love you.  

Don't be afraid of anything.

Just remember I love you. 
[Spoken]

I'll sit with you while you go to sleep.  

Abagail


I don't want to go to sleep.  

Mom


Try O.K.?

16
Goodnight, Goodnight

Sweet dreams my dear.


Goodnight, I love you so.

Goodnight, Goodnight

Sweet dreams my love

remember me when you go

To foggy fields where pumpkins grow

Where crickets chirp and warm winds blow

Where time goes slow My darling know

I love you wherever you go.

Goodnight, Goodnight

Sweet dreams my love

Goodnight my dear, have this to know

I love you wherever you'll go.

17
[Blackout.  The lights come up as Abagail's bed is pulled off-stage, Abagail sits on a STUMP or something.]  

18
Kids

  

(whispering)
The moon is lowered on a string

Abagail starts to sing

19
Abagail



Sometimes at night I sing to myself

Cause there's nobody else but me

Sometimes I wish there was somebody else

but I never know where they might be

So I sit and I sing to the moon on a string

It's a funny thing to be me.

It's a curious thing to see me sing

by myself to the moon on a string.
20
[She gets up and walks in place as the music builds.  An overhead projector projects traveling scenery.  Suddenly She stops. The music stops.  She hears something. It's nothing. The music starts. She walks on.  We see A strangely dressed little man with little bag and a small wooden Hammer. The music stops.] 

Abagail 
21
What a weird looking boy.  

[She can hear him. He is crying.   She goes toward him.]
Abagail

Hey. . .Hey you! 

What's the matter with you?
ZEEZUES

[Jumps up, startled and nervously says.]
Um....Give me Your Teeth.

Hand 'em over or I'll have to take 'em!

Abagail
What?  

ZEEZUES

Give me your teeth, I said.

Abagail

No. I won't, they're mine.

ZEEZUES

 [Resumes crying and sings.]
Then how am I supposed to be 

a tooth Collector and trader 

if nobody will give me their teeth to me

No one will give their teeth to me. 

I'll never be able to get any teeth 

from you or anyone else. 
Abagail

I'm sorry you're upset, but you can't have 

them. . . Why would you want my teeth anyway?

ZEEZUES
I'm a junior tooth collector and trader

a mystical important thing to be

I'm supposed to get teeth.

I only know I'm supposed to get teeth.
Abagail

Who says?

ZEEZUES
My grandpa and everyone.

Abagail
Oh. . . What's your name?

ZEEZUES

It's Zeezues Bingogeemy

Joobees Bingogee,

The third!

Abagail



How am I supposed to remember that?  

ZEEZUES

Repetition I guess

Zeezues Bingogeemy

Joobees Bingogee,  The third!
Abagail



Well, I've never heard a name like Zeezues before.

ZEEZUES
What's your name then?

Abagail
Abagail Jenson-Jones.

ZEEZUES
Hm, That's pretty weird, where I come from.

Abagail
Where's that? 

ZEEZUES
Around here. 

Abagail
You live around here.  I've never seen you before.

ZEEZUES
Yeah that's my house I live right there.  Come on, I'll show you.   

(They walk a ways.)
22
ZEEZUES
I have lots of collections.

In this box  

there're all kinds of things I collect.  

Look at this 

It's a collection of keys. 

These are all keys that people have lost.  

And look at these!

 these are old old shoes. 

Old, old, old, old really old shoes. 

Here's George Washington's first pair of shoes.  

And look! 

Look at these! 

a whole pile of wooden nickels. 

Abagail
Wooden nickels How did you get those?

ZEEZUES
I found them, or actually I got them cloudfishing.  

Abagail
Cloudfishing?  What's that?

ZEEZUES
Cloudfishing,  cloudfishing,

fishing in clouds

My Grandpa and I go cloudfishing.  

We find a big cloud and we throw in our hooks

and pull up stuff.

that you can't find in books  

and the stuff on or hooks is more than enough 

and sometimes it's gold 

and sometimes it's moss

And the good stuff we keep 

and the bad stuff we toss--
Abagail
Hey...will you be my friend?

ZEEZUES
I don't know. We hardly know each other... You have to know someone a long time to be friends.  I've met people like you before and always the next time I see them they don't remember me.

Abagail
I would remember you.  I could really use a friend; I just moved here and I'm going crazy 'cause it's so lonely. 

ZEEZUES
Well, I guess I could be your friend.  What am I supposed to do?

Abagail
23
[Music starts]

To be a friend you just be friendly.

And if your friend is friendly back to you

then you just keep on being friendly

and that's all you have to do.
ZEEZUES
That's it?

Abagail
Yeah. Just like your doing now.

Your a perfect friend.

You're the Kind of friend a person looks for.

You're the kind of friend I'd like to see

What else could you be 

When you are with me

A friend like Zeezues Bingogee

The kind of friend I'd like to be

ZEEZUES
I guess that's me.

abagail

You're the kind of friend a person waits for

ZEEZUES
you're the kind of friend a person needs.

Abagail
When I'm feeling blue

ZEEZUES
I'll stop and think of you

Abagail
I hope that you are happy too

ZEEZUES
I'm glad I have a friend like you

Abagail

I'm glad to have a friend like Zeezues Bingogee

ZEEZUES
And every day I'll hope you won't forget me.

and every day i'll  hope that you'll come back.

'cause I'll be here waiting for you 

Remember to Remember Me

And I'll remember you.

Abagail

I'll remember you.

[We hear the sound of an alarm clock, distantly.]
ZEEZUES

What's that?

Abagail
I think it's my alarm clock.  

[The scene starts to change.  Abagail's bed is brought back out.  The music come forward as Abagail moves backwards towards the bed. She gets in.]
24
ZEEZUES
You mean you have to leave?

Abagail
(getting sleepy) 

Yeah.   

ZEEZUES
Can I come with you?

Abagail
[getting really sleepy]  
Sure. . .

ZEEZUES
Wait for me!  

[The alarm clock gets louder and louder. The lights fade. The music fades out. Lights up suddenly on Abagail in bed. The alarm is deafening.]
25
Mom
(from offstage) 
Abagail! Turn that alarm off it's driving me crazy.  It's time to get up and get ready for school.

(still offstage)
How'd you sleep.

Abagail

O.k.

Mom
Did you dream O.k. 

Abagail
I can't remember. (lights fade out)

26
Kids
(Chanting)
Abagail can't remember

Can't remember what she dreamed

Her friend Zeezues is forgotten

thought they were good friends,

or so it seemed.

Spin around 

watch the world watch it spin around

Do your best as it spins around

Do your best, do your best.

Scene 3




27
[Lights come up on classroom. The SUN is lowered.]
28
Teacher

Continuing our unit on teeth. 

Jimmy has a story that he'll share with you 

According to him it's about himself

And according to him it's true

[A boy comes forward.]
Jimmy?

Jimmy
It's a story.  It's a true story.

[sung-spoken. While he sings two other kids act out the story]

At dinner time I said to Dad

I have a lose tooth, it's wiggling bad

(kids giggle, he stops to get attention)
The loosest tooth I've ever had.

Dad said, "Fear not Son I'll help you pull it,"

That sucker'll be gone like a speeding bullet."

With that he got some heavy twine 

and tied it around the tooth in question

He said "kid, you won't feel a thing"

I felt a little indigestion

He tied the other end of twine

a round a golf ball

the orange kind.

On the way outside he grabbed a 3 wood

he smiled at me and said this looks good

His shot was a beauty we watched it soar

I yelled out 

All
"aahh!" 

Jimmy
he yelled out, 

All
"Fore!"

Kids and Jimmy

(chanting)
The ball flew swiftly out of sight

(my) His face turned white with fright

The string pulled really tight 

And when the ball had reached its height

(my) His tooth was yanked into the night

Jimmy
(spoken)
I found my poor tooth yesterday

320 yards away.

[Kids clap and yell.  Lights fade to pin spot on Abagail.]

29
Abagail

(to audience) I liked his story.  It reminded me of something important.  Something I dreamed...Oh yeah, Zeezues, my new friend.  But I was just starting to make some real new friends.

30
[Blackout.  Lights up on playground. Kids are jumping rope and doing other games.  The moon is lowered.]
31
Kids
1,2,3-1,2-1-1,2,3-1,2-1 etc.
[Suddenly Zeezues enters. They all stop. He looks very weird to them. They all stare. Abagail is playing with some new friends she sees him and recognizes him.]
ZEEZUES
Hi, I just wanted to come and say "Hi."

[Abagail is too embarrassed to say anything.]
ZEEZUES
Don't you remember me?  Zeezues, remember? 

Abagail
Don't come here...
ZEEZUES
But I thought we were friends. . .

Abagail
You can't come here.
ZEEZUES
But. . . 

32
[Lights go to black and come up on Tableau of kids in positions of mockery.]
Kids
Who's was that? 

He's your friend?

what a weirdo.

Did you see his ears.

What a dork!

33
[Over the whole thing we hear WHISPERS dissolving into LAUGHTER.  Zeezues embarrassed, wanders off. Abagail follows him to the other side of the stage into a small pool of light.  Lights down on kids as they exit.]
34
Abagail
Wait!  They didn't mean anything.  They were just being kids.  

ZEEZUES
They shouldn't do that...

Abagail
Well...It's just because you're different.

ZEEZUES
What do you mean?

Abagail
I just mean...That you're not like us.   

ZEEZUES
What do I have to do?

I'd really like to be like them

I don't want to be weird

I don't want to be different

Tell me what rules I have to bend

How do I get to be their friend?
Abagail
Well...you have to be more like us, I guess.

ZEEZUES
What do I have to do?

Abagail
If you really want to be like us

I guess you'll first have to know 

The kinds of people you're dealing with

the kinds of things that we know

The kinds of people we are
The kinds of places we go
(spoken) There are basically two kinds: Boys and girls.  

ZEEZUES
What's the difference?

Abagail
Well, let's see...

Girls are kind of like girls

and boys well they're kind of like boys.

Oh, this is really hard. 

ZEEZUES
Could you be more specific?

35
Boys
(dressed as girls)
Little boys little boys little boys

with their dumb dumb diddely dumb

little toys

little boys little boys, little boys

Their mean to their teachers

dumb dumb

Little mean little creatures

dumb diddely dumb

little boys little boys, little boys

When they walk into a room 

have to chase em with a broom

Little boys little boys, little boys

Barbie listen in!  Hey! 

though I'm only ten! Hey!

There's never been a real boy like Ken! Hey!
36

Girls

(Enter dressed as boys)
Ken, what a whimpy guy is Ken

Men, hate a whimpy guy like Ken

(shouted) Yes!  There's one sure thing I know

Ken won't stand a chance against G.I. Joe

Little girls, little girls

little girls

in their dresses and 

little curls

Little girls

with their hair in little rings

they can't do much of anything

little girls, little girls, little girls

When they walk into a room 

have to creep up on 'em

BOOM!

Little girls, little girls, little girls
37
All

It's confusing when you're young

but it all evens out in the end

for if the truth be known

a girl can be a boys best friend

(music fades, they exit)

Abagail

That's about it. You have to pick one of those.

ZEEZUES
Can I have some time to think it over.

Abagail
I guess so.  

ZEEZUES
What do I have to do?

'Cause I'd really like to be like you

I don't want to be weird

I don't want to be different

Tell me what rules I have to bend

How do I get to be their friend?
Abagail

Well, You have to know how to spell.

ZEEZUES
What?  How do I do that"

Abagail
We have lots of spelling tests and these things called spelling bees.

ZEEZUES
Spelling Bees?

Abagail
Yeah where you spell Things like "banana"

38
Kid
Banana. C-R-O-V-Y-L-O-B. Banana.
Kids
C-R-O-V-Y-L-O-B

Banana, Banana, Banana!

Abagail
or "Potato."

a Kid
Potato. L-N-I-S-E-F-G. Potato.
Kids
L-N-I-S-E-F-G.

Potato, Potato, Potato!

I can spell potato

could prob'ly spell tomato

or anything else they tell me to spell

X-Y-Z 

I'm positive about this

I'm Sorry to say I tout this

But There's never been 

a speller at ten

quite like me.
You gotta learn to spell

you gotta do it well

If you don't,

learn to spell 

then you'll go straight to 

Fourth grade and you won't know how to spell
(They exit.)
39
Abagail

So that's important.  But don't worry it's not that hard, in fact many languages are much harder to spell than English, like certain South African Pigmy dialects. 

ZEEZUES
What's next this is great!

was it something that I ate

I don't feel half as weird

I don't feel half as different

What other rules can you tell me how to bend


What else can I do to be their friend?

Abagail
Well kids always want to know how things work.  Like for instance, today we're going to dissect a frog. 

ZEEZUES
Dissect?  What's that?

Abagail
It's like taking something apart so you can see how it works.

ZEEZUES
Yuck! Poor frog.

Abagail
I know, It's gross!  But somebody's gotta do it.

[Enter kids in lab coats with lab goggles, holding plastic knives up in front of their faces. Music enters, a heavy weird march beat.]
40
Kids

Finding out!

What things are about...

Lock the doors

don't let me come out

A trout with gout

and elephant's snout

Curious!

We're only curious!

Curious Kids,

kids that are curious

Curious...

Kids that are curious

curious kids that are curious

kids. 

Finding out!

What things are about!

Lock the door 

Don't let me come out


'Cause I'll find out

What it's all about

I can do this

or I can do than that

Like curious George

or Jordi LaForge

report to the captain

or man with the yellow hat

he's always telling me 

do this or don't do that

which is O.K. 

except for the fact that I'm 

Curious!

Curious

Curious 

Curious 

Curious....

41
(They exit chanting "curious..." As Abagail speaks we hear her mother offstage. Her bed is rolled out and she climbs in as she and Zeezues speak.)
42
Mother

(In a Kermit the frog voice)
Wake up, wake up my darling

Wake up and face the day

Wake up and smell the coffee

Wake up and smell the hay.

Time to wake up

Time to wake up

ZEEZUES
Wow, I'm learning so much this is fantastic! 

Abagail
Shoot! I think that's my Mom. I have to go.

ZEEZUES
Oh No, not again. You're waking up aren't you. I want to wake up too.  I Want to wake up too!

Scene 4
43
[She climbs into bed and the lights fade all the way down and come up as mother kneels by bed waking Abagail with a Kermit the frog puppet. Mom speaks over Abagail's narration.]
Mom

Oh look she's awake.

Hi there!

Did you sleep well?

44
Abagail

 (To the Audience) 
That was weird


her waking me up with a frog like that.

45
[As she talks the sun is lowered her bed is pulled off by Mom. leaving her against a plain background.]
But that's the way it is with dreams. 

It's unexplainable.

Like Zeezues.

He wanted to be real. 

He tried as hard as he could to be real.

but he just couldn't wake up. 

That's all he had to do. Is wake up.

wake up and face the day.

To let the sun wake him up.

46
[Lights come up on Grandpa and Zeezues, Cloudfishing.]
47
Grandpa
So you want to be real? You want to be a real person.  Can't say I blame you.  It's tough living here where you can fly and mess around all day, do anything you want.--  

ZEEZUES
--But Grandpa, it's just that I want to have friends that will remember me.  I'm just a dream--a story-- to people.  I want to be real, not a story.  

Grandpa
Have you ever seen the sun, Zeezues.  

ZEEZUES
No, I don't think so.

Grandpa
Well the sun is very bright and it lights up everything around you.  It makes everything kind of white. It's hard to explain. I saw the sun once, it was far away, far away in the distance like it was at small end of a huge funnel and I was standing on the big end.  And you know Zeezues,  when I saw it for some reason I knew that if I just kept walking toward it something would happen to me.  Something so amazing that it would change my life forever if I just kept walking.  I'd wake, up as they call it.  But it frightened me too much so I didn't.  

And I'm glad I didn't go.  Because I'm here with you now.  And that's where I'm supposed to be.  I'm content with things just the way they are.

48
[Something jerks on his line. He begins to reel it in]
Grandpa

Whoa! Look at this! It looks like Abe Lincolns hat! or maybe it's the great white whale...! (Ad lib)

49
[Zeezues pays no attention. He is staring off into space, thinking. The lights dim and come up on Zeezues who is looking at a bright, bright light. He faces the audience.]
50
Kids

Tooth man

Nasty little tooth man

take your chompers

yes, he can

Nasty little tooth man

Stealing teeth left and right 

All day, all night

Fast as he can. Fast as he can.

Quick and dirty

in and out

up and down the waterspout

Good grief

Nasty little tooth thief.

51
Abagail
Zeezues wanted to be something else I guess.

He wasn't happy being who he was

52
Kids
Run away Zeezues

Zeezues run away.

Look at Zeezues

Run, Run, Run, Run,

Running toward the sun, sun

Look at Zeezues run, run

Running toward the sun, sun

Zeezues is waking up

The Sun is getting hot

Then Zeezues starts to think

how will I come back

What if I can't come back

what about my family

what about my job

what about me.

He can't do it

Though he tries

He can't do it

Too much fear

He can't do it.

No one can

Don't worry Zeezues, 

you did the best you could.

We like you like you are.

To us you're just as good
53
Abagail
It's very hard to be in a new place.

In a new school.

But it's harder. To not be anywhere at all.

Zeezues was so sad and ashamed.

That he decided he would make a name for himself any way he could. 

Scene 5
54
[Black out.  Lights up on the classroom.  The sun is lowered.]
55
A kid 

[To the audience and other kids]
Someone stole my tooth!

Right from under my roof.

How it happened, nobody knows

right from under my nose!
Another
Someone stole mine too!

I'm missing a tooth just like you

I got up this morning to brush my hair

I looked in the mirror and my tooth wasn't there.

Yet another
Someone stole mine too!

I'm missing one just like you

I went to the sink to wash my face

and there in my mouth was an empty space

All
Permanent teeth, Permanent teeth

We didn't take care of our permanent teeth

We Tried to be careful of things we should eat

We stayed away from things that were sweet

and still we messed up our permanent teeth

Oh no, Good Grief, oh no! Grief!

[They continue whispering "oh no, Good Grief!...as one talks]
a kid
I remember last night

I saw a little man.

He had a little bag

where he would put the teeth

a nasty little tooth thief!

Another

And I remember too!

It was him, I knew it!

I tried to catch a baseball

I think the tooth man threw it

Another
He gave me an apple

by mistake I tried to chew it!

Another
He touched my head

I fell out of bed

Another
He went climbing with me

I fell out of the tree!

All
Tooth man, Tooth man

Nasty little tooth man

taking our chompers

as fast as he can

it was the little tooth man

Stealing teeth left and right 

all night, all night

Fast as he can. Fast as he can.

Quick and dirty

in and out

up and down the waterspout

It was him. Good grief 

Nasty little tooth thief.
(the rhythm ends abruptly)
Kid
Let's get them back.

Another
Yeah, let's get him back.

Kid
let's beat him up!

Another
a counter-attack!

A kid
An eye for an eye!

another

a Tooth for a tooth!

All
An eye for an eye!

a Tooth for a tooth!

Kid
Let's find his house

Let's steal his things

kid
A tooth for a tooth

a king for a king!

All
Our plan is perfection

Well get his collection

To show our affection

We take his collection!

[Rhythm stops again]
Kid

How do we find him?

[a kid points at Abagail]
Kid
Abagail knows!

She knows where he lives!

She's his best friend

She know's where he is!

All

[Whispering, out of rhythm.]
Tell us Abagail, tell us Abagail, tell us!

[In rhythm]
She's his friend, so she knows

Where he lives, where he goes!

Tell us Abagail

Tell us all you know

Where would Zeezues hide

Where would Zeezues go?

Tell us,

Tell us, 

Tell us!

Tell us 

Tell us!

TELL US!!

[The kids put their hands to their ears and lean into her in tableau.]
Abagail

The only time you'll see him

is there, when you're asleep.

I know You'll find him there

He'll be counting sheep. 1,2,3-1,2-1, etc.
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[They dissolve into a hushed chorus of "1,2,3-1,2-1" etc...as the lights fade to black.]
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Abagail

So they decide to meet him there.

At the school.

In their dreams.

I told you, dreams are funny that way.

Scene 6
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[Lights up on all the kids dressed in pajamas. The moon is lowered. They are huddled around. We hear suspenseful/scary music]
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Kid
It's dark here.

Kid
It doesn't look like school normally looks.

Kid

I want to go home.

kid
There he is!

Kid
Hey! Come back here!
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[They all yell for him to come back and run in place as the overhead projector projects moving scenery. The music builds as their yelling becomes louder and then quiets down. The music becomes hushed and suspenseful as they slow down. nervously stopping.]
Kid
I think we're lost.

Kid

I can't run anymore!

Kid
I can't either!

[They try and move forward but are held in place by some unforeseen element. They grunt and try hard though.]
Kid
What if there're monsters here?

Kid
Monsters? Did you say monsters?

Kid
I really want to go home.

[The music turns into weird animal noises and wind.  It's really scary now.]
Kid
Where's Jimmy?

Kid
Where's Emma?

Kid
They're lost somewhere!

[We hear screams for help]
Kid
They're over here!

[general panic]


Jimmy
were stuck down here.

[The kids bend over looking down into something]
Emma
Help!  It's like quicksand or something. We're getting sucked in!

[The sound get very quiet.  We here a heart beat. Enter Abagail.]
Kid

It's Abagail. We're in trouble.

Abagail

[she cups her hand over her mouth and yells.]
Zeezues!  Help us please!

[Zeezues comes in with rope and his little bag.]
ZEEZUES
[throwing rope in]
Take this!

Everybody grab a hold and help me pull.

[They pull and up comes Emma, and up comes Jimmy.  Everyone falls on the ground, exhausted.  It is quiet finally.]
Abagail

This is Zeezues.  Zeezues Bingogeemy Joobees Bingogee, the third.

Kid 
That's a weird name.  But You just saved our lives so I guess it's o.k.

ZEEZUES
I brought the teeth.  You can have them back. 

(He hands a satchel to one of the kids.)

Kids
Thanks etc..

ZEEZUES
I'm sorry.

Abagail
Why did you take them?

ZEEZUES
You know why.  So people'd remember me.

Jimmy
I'll remember you.

Emma
and I'll remember you.

ZEEZUES
Yeah, I guess.

Kid
You can have all the teeth you want.  They fall out of little kids all the time.  All of us lost ours a while ago. Then new ones grow in.  Permanent teeth.  See... 

(They all smile, displaying new teeth coming in.)

ZEEZUES
All of you lost them.  By accident.

Kid
No, they just fall out when we're younger.  And then we put them under our pillow.

ZEEZUES
Why do you do that?

Kid
So the tooth fairy will come and get them.  That's a person who comes and gets the teeth and leaves money under the pillow.  

ZEEZUES
Oh wow.  

Abagail
What Zeezues?

ZEEZUES
I just realized something.  That's me that you're talking about.  That's the mystery. That's what I was supposed to learn. I'm the one who collects your teeth.  I'm the Tooth Fairy.
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[Enter Grandpa and others from the Grand Order of Tooth Collectors and Traders.]
Grandfather
Hello Zeezues, We're very proud of you.

Abagail
What does he mean?

ZEEZUES
He means I figured it out.  I'm not afraid anymore.  I'll be remembered for as long as I want.  I'm going to go all over the world collecting teeth.  

Abagail
I won't see you anymore.

ZEEZUES
All you have to do is think of me, and you can see me.
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[We hear music which builds up as they exit.  Kids one way, waving goodbye and Zeezues the other way.  .]
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Abagail (voice)
I think of my friend quite a bit. 

 Someday, When I have kids,  I'm going to tell them that I knew the tooth fairy personally.  I doubt they'll believe me,  but I'll tell them anyway.  He was never my friend in real life, but He was my friend in dreams, and I think that's good enough. 
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All
Remember Zeezues Zeezuesgee

and he'll remember you.

If you try to think of him 

then he will think of you
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CURTAIN CALL

